








      2010 
    Sunday Lay Ministry 

 
 

 
DATE 

 
LESSONS 

 
PRAYERS 

 
GREETERS 

COFFEE 
HOUR 
HOSTS 

 
ACOLYTES

 
ALTAR 
GUILD 

 
 

April 
4 
 

Easter 
Sunday 

 
6:30 a.m. 

TBA 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Henry Fulton 

 
6:30 a.m. 

TBA 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Joan Kadler 

6:30 a.m. 
Jane Gilmore/
Cindy Seger 
10:00 a.m. 
David and 
Jennifer 
Dingman 

 
 

Breakfast 
between 
Services 

6:30 a.m. 
John Rousseau 
and Brandon 

Gilmore 
10:00 a.m. 

Megan 
Blackburn and 
Sandy Wood 

 
Alice Louisell 
and Harriett 

White 

 

April 
11 
 

Easter 2 

8:00 a.m. 
Steven 

Berkshire 
10:00 a.m. 
Joan Kadler 

8:00 a.m. 
Peg Hicks 
10:00 a.m. 

Mary 
Kiesgen 

 
Ford and 
Pamela 

Dingman 

 
Joan Kadler 
and Mary 
Kiesgen 

 
Seth 

Hartshorne 
and Matthew 

Blackburn 

 
Alice Louisell 
and Harriett 

White 

Lectionary:     Acts 5:27-32     Psalm 118:14-29   or Psalm 150     Revelation 1:4-8     John 20:19-31 
 

April 
18 
 

Easter 3 

8:00 a.m. 
Barbara 

Sheperdigian 
10:00 a.m. 

Harry Kelley 

8:00 a.m. 
Eileen 

Swinehart 
10:00 a.m. 
Jo Redman 

 
Joyce Baugh 

and  
Roger Hatch 

 
Lynne and 

Pete 
L’Hommedieu 

 

 
Megan 

Blackburn 
and John 
Rousseau 

 
Sally 

Goodrow 
and Martha 

Rarick 
Lectionary:     Acts 9:1-6     Psalm 30     Revelation 5:11-14     John 21:1-19 

 

April 
25 

 

Easter 4 

8:00 a.m 
Peg Hicks 
10:00 a.m. 

Mary 
Kiesgen 

8:00 a.m 
Martha 
Rarick 

10:00 a.m. 
Henry Fulton 

 
Joan Kadler 
and Mary 
Kiesgen 

 
Marian 

Matyn and 
Rod Leslie 

 
Seth 

Hartshorne 
and Sandy 

Wood 

 
Sally 

Goodrow 
and Martha 

Rarick 
Lectionary:     Acts 9:36-43     Psalm 23     Revelation 7:9-17     John 10:22-30 

 
 

May 
2 
 

Easter 5 

8:00 a.m 
Martha 
Rarick 

10:00 a.m. 
Jo Redman 

8:00 a.m. 
Peg Hicks 
10:00 a.m. 

Nancy 
Hartshorne 

 
Lynne and 

Pete 
L’Hommedieu

 
David and 

Paula Shirley 

 
Matthew 

Blackburn 
and John 
Rousseau 

 
Pamela 

Dingman and 
Paula Shirley 

Lectionary:     Acts 11:1-18     Psalm 148     Revelation 21:1-6     John 13:31-35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
The Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican Republic: 

A Companion Relationship with  
the Diocese of Western Michigan 

 
 
 On Friday, 12 February, at its convention, the Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican 
Republic passed a series of resolutions admitting the three dioceses of the Lower Peninsula 
of Michigan into “companion relationships” with their diocese.  The bishop, the deacon Beth 
Drew (Three Rivers), and I were present for this momentous occasion.  This may eventually 
result in several ventures of mutual benefit to the Caribbean diocese and ours, but it initially 
opens the door to several kinds of mission opportunities for the Diocese of Western 
Michigan.  This action is the culmination of a “discovery mission” undertaken by the three 
bishops of the Lower Peninsula last March, a film of which was shown at our convention last 
April.  The Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican Republic already enjoys “companion 
relationships” with other dioceses in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Texas, Rhode Island, 
and Maine.  We are joining with them in supporting the Diocese of the Dominican Republic 
in its rapid growth and its ministry. 
 
 The Diocese of the Dominican Republic is larger geographically than most dioceses in 
the U.S. but serves only about 5% of the predominantly Roman Catholic population.  Yet its 
budget is larger than ours because, not only does it support forty parishes, but it maintains 
twenty-eight schools (licensed by the state), mostly in rural and impoverished areas, two 
clinics, and shelters for women and children. This budget is underwritten in part by the main 
office of the Church in New York and partly by the U.S.-based Dominican Development 
Group (DDG), which invests in Dominican missions and builds an endowment that 
eventually will make the Dominican diocese financially self-sustaining.  The Diocese of 
Western Michigan now belongs to the DDG. 
 
  Bishop Gepert’s hope is to interest our dioceses in missions of medical support, school 
and church construction, school scholarships, and exchange of clerical personnel.  The 
diocese in the Dominican Republic is a fast-growing ministry, while ours seems to be in no 
better than steady state—if not decline.  Short-term missions in the Dominican Republic are 
not for everyone, but it is hoped that there will be enough interest in this Caribbean diocese 
to help energize our own diocesan mission and instill new meaning in the lives of faith 
among ourselves.  The bishop will discuss this at greater length at convention this month; in 
the meantime, I will discuss this venture with anyone in our parish.   --hlf 
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Minutes of the Vestry Meeting – 10 March 2010 
 

1. Paula Shirley welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a prayer. Members 
present: Paula Shirley, Karen Varanauskas, Eileen Swinehart, Renee Babcock, Jo 
Redman, David Dingman, Jane Gilmore, Harriet White, Father Wayne and Harold Cook. 
David Shirley was also present.   

2. The minutes of the February vestry meeting were accepted as written. 
3. Group Reflection: Father Wayne asked the vestry members to reflect on things they would 

like to see the vestry and the parish accomplish in the coming year. Some of the items 
people hoped could be accomplished was to get a youth group going, bring younger 
families into the church, have a functioning buildings and grounds committee, begin 
looking at a capital fundraising effort for a new education building and to find a new 
director of music.  

4. Renee updated the vestry on her efforts to fund a mission trip to Kenya this summer. She 
will host a Euchre tournament in the parish hall on 13 March from 4 PM – 8 PM. The 
food pantry outreach program with School of Rock is tentatively scheduled for 15 May.  

5. Rector’s Program: Marriage and Relationships will be held on the weekend of 9-11 April 
2011. There seems to be a lot of interest but more people need to sign up. Limited 
scholarships may be available.   

6. Buildings & Grounds. Discussion centered on the need for the parish to move forward 
with replacing the current education building. The architect who drew the original plans 
will be invited to talk to the vestry to listen to their thoughts on what should be included.  

7. Search Process: Director of Music. Father Wayne has held a number of meetings with the 
faculty of the music department at CMU and is encouraged by their enthusiasm to be a 
part of the process while the search is ongoing.  

8. 125th: Directories will be available beginning on Sunday, 14 March. The co-chairs will be 
thanked with a gift at an upcoming Sunday service. 

9. Liturgy: 
a. Prayers of the People. Father Wayne wanted to know how people felt about the 

prayers of the people being written by Nancy as opposed to being read from the 
BCP. 

b. Father Wayne asked the vestry to find out how people feel about having the deacon 
hold morning prayer when he is absent on a Sunday. Should we be requesting a 
supply priest? 

10. Upcoming: Father Wayne provided the vestry with a tentative schedule of activities in the 
parish through the beginning of May. 

11. Financial Report and Budgetary Items: Harold went over the financial report. Things are 
still looking fairly stable. The utility company has recognized our non-profit status and 
refunded us taxes we should not have paid for the last five years.  

12. The next meeting of the vestry is scheduled for ??????? 

 

Respectfully Submitted 
Eileen M. Swinehart 
Clerk of the Vestry 
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233. Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (1772-1834) 
 Poet (pt. iii) 
 
 Always with Coleridge was the need to support his wife and growing family, and a 
detailed account of much of his life depicts him preaching, giving public lectures, traveling 
for his health, and moving back and forth between London and points north.  He is not easy 
to keep track of.  During this period, the late 1790’s, he was preaching at various Unitarian 
chapels in western England, filling in, and at Shrewsbury an actual candidate for the pulpit.  
He spoke about the separation between Christianity and the “spirit of the world,” meaning the 
war with France and Napoleon.  But he withdrew his name from Shrewsbury when the 
Wedgewood family (the pottery people) gave him an annuity of £150.  One can not live on 
£150 a year, but Coleridge thought he could. 
 
 After the publication of the Lyrical Ballads, Coleridge decided to go to Germany to 
study the philosophy of Kant, current Biblical criticism, and the latest discoveries in physical 
science.  He somehow persuaded Wordsworth and Dorothy to go with him; Sara Fricker 
remained behind with the children.  Coleridge was one of the first English-speakers to go to 
Germany for study.  From this point on, critics believe, Coleridge became less the poet and 
more the philosopher.  John Beer thinks this trip was the turning-point in his life.  It was also 
the beginning of a genuine split from his wife.  When he returned, he was less in sympathy 
with her than before; when he finally met up with William and Dorothy, he also met the 
Hutchinson sisters, Mary and Sara. 
 
 He was invited to London to write for The Morning Post a series of columns on current 
events, the march of the French across Europe, etc.  His wife and children he had moved to 
Keswick in the Lake District, near Wordsworth and Dorothy.  At this time he decided to 
make the Lake District his intellectual base rather than London, a strange choice in 
retrospect.  But he really wanted to be near the Wordsworths—and the Hutchinson sisters.  
When he was not in London, he was writing an extended critique of eighteenth-century 
philosophy, working so hard in the damp cottage at Keswick that his health suffered and his 
joints grew rheumatic.  For pain in those days, as I have said before, there was only one 
remedy—opium.  Coleridge began to use laudanum, opium in its liquid form, and he also 
might have been hoping to see whether its use might restore the “heightened sensibility” that 
had produced “Kubla Khan.”  He had fallen in love with Sara Hutchinson. 
 
 The last major poem of Coleridge, “Dejection: An Ode,” dates from this period.  It is a 
favorite of mine, a curiosity as well, because when one thinks of “dejection,” one supposes 
an emotional point when creativity is virtually impossible.  Yet in April of 1802 he composed 
a rather complex poem of eight stanzas, irregularly rhymed, in which he expressed a 
depression so deep that he had lost his sense of joy in nature, his inability to feel anything; 
his senses deadened with exhaustion, worry, despair, and unrequited love.  He spoke of 



 

   A grief without a pang, void, dark, and drear, 
     A stifled, drowsy, unimpassioned grief, 
     Which finds no natural outlet, no relief 
    In word, or sigh, or tear. . . . 
 
The poem is addressed to Sara Hutchinson.  He published it the day of Wordsworth’s 
marriage to Sara’s sister, Mary. 
 
 In this year Coleridge and Wordsworth got away for a walking tour of Scotland; 
Robert Southey and his wife, Coleridge’s sister-in-law, moved to Keswick and took over the 
management of the household, including the children.  When the travelers returned to 
Grasmere, Coleridge was on the verge of a nervous breakdown.  Dorothy nursed him.  He 
suffered from nightmares, undoubtedly brought on by the opium.  And he was becoming 
jealous of Wordsworth, happily married to a Hutchinson, and who kept on writing while he 
could not.  In 1804 Coleridge sailed for Malta in the Mediterranean, where he obtained some 
secretarial employment; then he moved on to Italy till Napoleon’s armies drove him out.  He 
had begun to think about doctrinal matters.  As a nominal Unitarian, of course, he had 
problems with the Trinity.  All Unitarians do; that’s what makes them Unitarians.  When he 
returned in 1806, he did everything to avoid a meeting with his wife.  Divorce was 
impossible under English law; he resolved on a formal separation.  The agreement reached 
committed him to support his wife and the girls; the boys he was to raise himself.  Had there 
not been a “loan” from DeQuincy of £300, he would have been ruined.  But his situation was 
pretty grim. 
 
 He returned to live with the Wordsworths, but he was no longer the happy and spirited 
fellow of ten years earlier.  He kept terrible hours in a married household; Dorothy, one of 
the most tolerant of women, found him pretty trying, and was not reluctant to tell her friends. 
His jealousy of Wordsworth had grown to such an extent that he imagined Wordsworth was 
involved with his sister-in-law.   
 
 The next venture was The Friend (1808), a periodical paper that commented on current 
affairs and on his travels.  Sara Hutchinson served as his assistant.  It ran successfully for 
twenty-eight issues, ceasing publication only when Sara left to join her brothers in Wales.  In 
1812, much to the relief of the household at Grasmere, Coleridge left for London, never to 
return to the Lake District.  Wordsworth followed him to London to effect, if possible, a 
reconciliation.  They patched things up, but it was never the same. 
 
In John Beer’s terms, Coleridge was at the nadir of his career.  --hlf   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
End of February Financial Report 
 
The following is a summary report for the first two months, or 16.67%, of 2010: 
 
Unrestricted operating fund receipts….……….…… $28,571   (about 17.0% of year’s budget) 
Unrestricted operating fund expenditures………….    32,165  (about 19.0% of year’s budget) 
Excess of operating expenditures over receipts…  $ 3,594   (12.6% above the receipts) 
Operating cash balance on January 1, 2010 ….…..… 26,189   
February 28 operating cash balance                       $22,595     
 
Both the receipts and expenditures are a little higher than budgeted for the first two months.  
The only event that was unexpected was the need to modify the elevator doors at a cost of 
$1,200.  I repeat my statement from the last Evangel:  By the end of the first quarter, we 
should have a clearer picture of our finances. 
 
The best news is that we now have 54 pledges for a total of $157,320.  This is approximately 
$20,000 more than we had last year.   
 
Questions about details of the church’s finances may be directed to Pam Dingman or Harold 
Cook.   
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Phone:  989 773-7448 Fax:  989-772-3480 
E-mail:  ��	����� ����
����� ����� - Website: www.stjohnsmtpleasantmi.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

Our Mission: 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, with God’s help and in the Anglican tradition, lives to proclaim the Gospel of 
Christ by ministering through worship, outreach, fellowship and education.  We welcome all who enter our 

doors, and we support the diverse callings of each member as we seek to serve Christ in every person 
 

Rector:       Deacon: 
The Rev. Wayne Nicholson, 772-1203   The Rev. Nancy Casey Fulton, 773-7193 
 

St. John’s Vestry Officers:     St. John’s Vestry Members: 
Senior Warden, Paula Shirley, 773-3463  Renee Babcock, 773-6936 
Junior Warden, Harriett White, 773-3880  Gordon Bloem, 773-5480 
Clerk, Eileen Swinehart, 989-773-9961  David Dingman, 989-633-8413 
Treasurer: Harold Cook, 773-9781   Jane Gilmore, 989-317-0343 

Pete L’Hommedieu, 773-8340 
Sean Novak, 989-400-2772 

        Joann Redman, 772-2326 
        Karen Varanauskas, 989-506-3750 




